the expansion of those sections concerned with the normal lung. The chapter on physiology is particularly good and can stand on its own as an excellent introduction for those wishing to understand respiratory physiology.
My main criticism of the book is that it does not really focus on the seminal problem concerning the role of respiratory function assessment in the management of respiratory conditions. There is a good chapter proposing an integrated approach to patient management but this chapter is too cursory for what is essentially the pivot of this book. The subsequent chapters concerned with various clinical conditions suffer as a result, and one is never sure whether one is reading a textbook concerned with thoracic medicine or with respiratory physiology, and the integration between them is uneven and sometimes hard to discern. I was particularly disappointed not to see the role of simple respiratory function tests in the management of asthma more fully discussed, as this provides a particularly good example of the value of an integrative approach.
In summary, this excellent book maintains its high standards but I hope in the next edition the authors will concentrate their minds even more closely on the integrated approach. The appearance of the 15th edition in 39 years of this, the best known of all British surgical textbooks, confirms that its popularity is unabated.
The basic format of the book and contents remains unchanged. John Charnley's place as author of the section on orthopadics and fractures has been taken by Michael Freeman who, though having revised the chapter, has maintained the high standard set by his predecessor.
In every chapter recent significant advances in surgical progress are incorporated. Thus advances in the understanding of gastric physiology and the etiology of gallstones are well described, whilst the sections on diverticular disease and assessment of thyroid function have been brought into line with current thinking. It is pleasing to see that aspiration of the peritoneal cavity is considered a valuable aid in the diagnosis of the acute abdomen. Alas, the same enthusiasm is not forthcoming for the widespread practice of aspirating breast cysts.
The only chapters that in any way disappoint are those on hemorrhage and fluid balance. Retention of the recommendation that vasoconstrictor drugs should be used early in the treat-ment of shock runs counter to modern thought, and a discussion on adrenergic receptor blockade in the management of shock is rendered inaccurate by the confusion of alpha with beta receptors. It is disappointing to see what should be an explicit section on the now widespread practice of intravenous alimentation dismissed in just over half a page of confusing and inadequate text.
These are, however, minor criticisms of a book which has continued to maintain the extraordinarily high standards set by previous editions. Once again Bailey and Love can be unhesitatingly recommended as a reliable basic textbook that will be ofvalue to surgeons of all grades.
MILES IRVING
Hypothalamic Control of Lactation by F G Sulman pp xii + 235 £775 London: William Heinemann Medical 1970 Berlin &c.: Springer This monograph contains much original information obtained by the author and his colleagues during their researches on the control of lactation in animals. It includes sections on the structure and properties of prolactin, and its interrelationships with growth hormone and other pituitary hormones in the production and control of lactation. The mechanisms of control of prolactin secretion are discussed and the evidence for the existence of a hypothalamic inhibiting hormone and the putative releasing hormone is clearly presented.
There is a large section on the mammotrophic action of various drug groups including the phenothiazines, butyrophenones and reserpine, but this is prefaced by an unhelpful division of pituitary trophic hormones into 'balanced' (those with a known feedback control), and 'unbalanced' (where the feedback control, if it exists, is not known). Also in this division luteinizing hormone and interstitial cell stimulating hormone are named as separate hormones subject to feedback by progestogens and androgens respectively, not a universally held view.
The section on the mode of action of different drugs is most interesting, and considerable detail is presented of how modifications of the basic phenothiazine ring may enhance or reduce the hypothalamic mediated mammotrophic action of this and other groups of drugs.
Methods of prolactin assay are discussed briefly, but the section dealing with problems of lactation in humans is disappointing and consists mainly of textbook descriptions of syndromes such as Chiari-Frommel, &c.
Overall this is an interesting and readable book, and it contains a comprehensive bibliography.
